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When the hospital was designated as a training School in November 1925, we were awarded 1/- (one 

shilling) a week on passing the Preliminary Examination. After twelve months and another shilling on 

passing the final Examination after a further two years. Male Nurses in 1925 started on 18/- (eighteen 

shillings) a week and £2.2.3d (two pounds, two shillings and threepence) married. My husband was a 

Charge Nurse and in 1943 his pay went up to £4.9.6d (four pounds nine shillings and six pence) a 

week.  

 

Studying and lectures were in off duty time – Royal Medico Psychological Association (R.M.P.A.) in 

1928 cost Two Guineas to get a Certificate and Badge. This became Registered Nurse in Mental 

Deficiency (R.N.M.D.) in 1951. Nurses with R.M.P.A. could apply to be placed on this roll.  

 

At the end of September 1925 I was sent down to relieve to the Rodgett Infirmary1. 

This was a unit consisting of the Rodgett Infirmary, Diggens Home for T.B. Patients and Cavendish 

Home which was used for Isolation cases. The staff consisted of Miss Black the Matron, The 

Assistant Matron Miss O’Gorman (both S.R.N.) and fourteen staff to cope with all duties. I spent nine 

years there and only left to get married. 

 

In November of that year the Royal Albert was made into a Training School for the Royal Medico-

Psychological Association, the training was three years on the lines of the S.R.N. and in the first batch 

as it were, there were five nurses from the Main Building and me from the Rodgett. Six of us passed 

the Preliminary Examination at the end of twelve months and five of us the Final at the end of another 

two years. I was the first nurse at the Rodgett ever to gain my certificate which I did in November 

1928. This was the R.M.P.A., then R.N.M.D., then R.N.M.S. Main Building staff taking the 

examination were Winnie Bilsborough, Jessy Hodgson, Rose Porteous, Ike (Isaac) Parsonage and 

Jack Templeton. 

 

                                            
1 Rodgett Infirmary was the medical hospital ward at the Royal Albert Institution. 


